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Washington's Top 10 Attractions
Top pick 1: Pentagon

As headquarters to the Department of Defense, the Pentagon is one
of the world’s largest office buildings, containing 6.5 million square
feet of office space and housing approximately 26,000 employees.
When construction finished in 1943, the Pentagon quickly became
a symbol representing the United States Armed Forces. Visitors can
access the National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial which is located just
outside the Pentagon. The memorial is free and open to the public
24 hours a day.
Website: https://pentagontours.osd.mil/Tours/
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Top pick 2: United States Capitol Building

The Capitol, located on the east end of the National Mall, is home
to the United States Congress, comprised of the Senate and the
House of Representatives. Members of Congress have convened in
the Capitol since 1800 to carry out the function of our nation’s
legislative branch. In addition to housing the legislative branch, the
Capitol also functions as a museum of art and history that is open to
visitors. Sitting atop the Capitol dome is the Statue of Freedom, a
classical female figure, which greets those who arrive at the east
entrance of the building.
Website: https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
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Top pick 3: The White House

As one of the most symbolically significant buildings in the United
States, the White House has been the home of every President since
John Adams. Although previously referred to as the “Executive
Mansion,” in 1901, President Theodore Roosevelt officially named
the building the “White House” to differentiate the President’s home
from the executive mansions of state governors. While daily
functions of the executive branch are typically carried out in the
many White House offices, including the Oval Office, the building
also serves as a museum of American history.
Website: https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-whitehouse/tours-events/
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Top pick 4: Arlington Cemetery
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

Arlington Cemetery, located just outside of D.C., is the nation’s
largest military cemetery and serves as the final resting place for
over 400,000 veterans. A notable feature of the cemetery is the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a tribute to the unidentified soldiers
of World War I, World War II, and the Korean War. The Tomb is
guarded 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year, by sentinels from the
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment. Every hour or half hour, depending on
the season, the guards participate in the elaborate Changing of the
Guard Ritual to seamlessly transfer watch from
one guard to another.
Website: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Visit
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Top pick 5: Washington Monument

The Washington Monument was built in 1884 to commemorate the
United States’ first President, George Washington. As the tallest
building in D.C., the monument serves as one of the most
identifiable features of the city. In 2011, an earthquake in the area
caused structural damage to the monument, causing the building to
close to visitors while repairs were being done. Despite this, visitors
to the city still enjoy admiring the building from the National Mall
and taking photos with the monument as proof they visited the
capital.
Website: https://www.nps.gov/wamo/planyourvisit/index.htm
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Top pick 6: Smithsonian Museums

While D.C. has many outdoor monuments and memorials to offer
visitors, there are also a collection of museums around the National
Mall worth observing. Most notable of these are the Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian National
Museum of American History, and the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum. The Smithsonian offers free admission to all
its museums, so that visitors are able to easily view the broad range
of historical and cultural exhibits they have
to offer.
Website: https://www.si.edu/museums
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Top pick 7: Lincoln Memorial

The Lincoln Memorial was built to honor the 16th President,
Abraham Lincoln, famous for issuing the Emancipation
Proclamation during the Civil War. The steps leading to the
memorial entrance have been used throughout history as the
location for many significant speeches, including Martin Luther
King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream.” Visitors can spend time reading the
inscriptions inside the memorial, taking photos with the Lincoln
statue, or admiring the Washington Monument, which sits across
from the memorial and reflecting pool.
Website: https://www.nps.gov/linc/planyourvisit/index.htm
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Top pick 8: War Memorials

Washington D.C. honors its military veterans with memorials built
in their honor. Pictured is the National World War II Memorial
which features columns representing the states and territories
involved in the war. The capital also honors the veterans of the
Vietnam War with a wall engraved with the names of those who
died in battle or were taken as prisoners of war. The Korean War
Memorial also features a wall, but the focus of this memorial is on
the 19 statues of soldiers, representing members of the Armed
Forces that fought in the war. The war memorials are visited daily
by those who want to show their appreciation for those who
sacrificed their lives during the wars.
Websites: https://www.nps.gov/wwii/planyourvisit/index.htm
(WWII); https://www.nps.gov/vive/planyourvisit/index.htm
(Vietnam); https://www.nps.gov/kowa/planyourvisit/index.htm
(Korean)
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Top pick 9: Library of Congress

The Library of Congress is the largest library in the world and is the
main research facility of the U.S. Congress. The Librarian of
Congress is a presidentially appointed position and is responsible
for overseeing the national library and maintaining an effective
relationship with the legislative branch. While its primary function
is to serve Congress, the library contains over 168 million items,
which are available to visitors.
Website: https://www.loc.gov/visit/
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Top pick 10: Ford’s Theatre

In addition to the many beautiful performances hosted at Ford’s
Theatre, this building serves as a historical landmark. Visitors to
the theatre can learn about the events surrounding President
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in the building, as well as the
lasting impact the event had on American history. The performances
hosted by the theatre range from classical American dramas to
exciting new material and showcase many talented performers.
Website: https://www.fords.org/visit/historic-site/
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Washington D.C. History
As established by the U.S. Constitution,
Washington D.C. serves as the capital of the United
States. Founded on July 16, 1790, and a result of a
debate between Alexander Hamilton’s northern
states and Thomas Jefferson’s southern states,
Washington is located along the Potomac and
Anacostia Rivers. The first President, George
Washington, selected a piece of land between
Virginia and Maryland as a compromise to settle the
fued between the North and South.
To design the city, President Washington appointed Pierre Charles
L’Enfant who planned for a grid system with the Capitol Building
in the center and with a grand and modern aesthetic, similar to that
of his native city, Paris, France. In his plans, the Capitol, the home
of Congress, was to be the focal point of the city
and sat upon a hill he referred to as “a pedestal
waiting for a monument.” Legislators have been
convening in the Capitol since their first meeting
in 1800, and the Senate and the House of
Representatives continue to carry out the functions of the
legislative branch in the building to this day.
Also in 1800, the 2nd President of the United States, John Adams
moved his family into the White House. Since its initial
construction, the White House has undergone numerous
renovations resulting in the magnificent and iconic building that
has been the home to every President except George Washington.
Prior to 1901, the building had been referred to as
the “President’s Palace,” the “President’s Home,”
and the “Executive Mansion” until President
Theodore Roosevelt officially named it the White
House. Presidential inaugurations were originally held in the
White House but crowds became far too large to accommodate
guests comfortably. Now, the White House is primarily used as the
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place of residency for the President during his or her term, and the
chief office in which executive branch functions are carried out.
The early 1900s brought about the change and renovations that
created the present-day District. From the McMillan Plan, the
National Mall (originally designed by L’Enfant) and other
monuments and memorials were constructed to complete the design
originally put forth. Many of the recommendations in the McMillan
Plan were incorporated to strengthen the historical elements D.C. is
supposed to represent.
There have not been drastic changes made to the city’s overall
structure following the early 1900s. In that time, many monuments
and memorials have been constructed including the Lincoln
Memorial in (1922), the Jefferson Memorial (1938), the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial (1982), the Korean War Memorial (1995), the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial (1997), the World War II
Memorial (2004), and the most recently, the Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial (2011). All of these memorials are visited daily by
thousands wishing to pay their respects.
Festivals
Washington D.C. is unique in the multiple “personalities” it offers
residents and visitors. As a working federal city, international hub,
and common tourist destination, Washington
brings about a diverse group of people. As a
result, the city offers numerous festivals and
fair throughout the year. The most notable of
these is the Cherry Blossom Festival in early
spring. Thousands visit during the festival meant to commemorate
the relationship between the United States and Japan and to admire
the trees given to the U.S. in 1912 by Tokyo Mayor Yukio Ozaki.
The cherry blossom trees that line the Tidal Basin are in full bloom
around the end of March or early April, providing a beautiful
background for the other events occurring during the festival,
including an opening ceremony, concert, and cultural art show.
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9/11 Attack
September 11, 2001 is one of the most significant dates in United
States history and is particularly memorable for the impact it left
on the capital. On the morning of
September 11, four planes were
hijacked and diverted from their
predetermined path. Two of these
planes crashed into the Twin Towers in
New York City, while another struck
the home of the Department of Defense,
the Pentagon. The fourth hijacked plane was destined for
Washington D.C. but was diverted by the brave men and women
aboard who regained control of the plane and crashed it into a
field in Pennsylvania to prevent any excess damage.
American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the outer rings of the
Pentagon, between corridors 4 and 5, at 9:37am. Fortunately, the
section of the building that was struck was a section undergoing
renovations at the time, resulting in a significantly lower number
of casualties. Even so, 184 innocent lives were lost at the
Pentagon on September 11th.
“Like the mythical Phoenix bird, the building, too,
has risen from its ashes to be reborn.” – Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz

Reconstruction to restore the structural integrity of the building
began just over two months after the attack. The reconstruction
was named the “Phoenix Project,” and tenants were able to return
to their offices within the year following the attack. The Pentagon
celebrates and honors the 184 lives lost with memorials within the
building, reminding everyone that the impact of September 11th
and those that died will never be forgotten.
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President George Washington selects a piece
of land to be named the capital
Pierre L’Enfant begins working on
designing the city
President John Adams moves into the White
House; Congress holds first meeting in Capitol
Building
Alexandria, VA votes to leave D.C.
Washington Monument is built
McMillan Plan proposed to complete L’Enfant’s
original designs
Lincoln Memorial is built
23rd Amendment is ratified, allowing D.C. citizens
to vote in presidential elections and receive
representation
Martin Luther King Jr. delivers famous “I Have a
Dream” speech on Lincoln Memorial steps
War memorials are built to honor veterans

2001

Attacks of September 11th

2011

Earthquake damages several buildings in D.C.
including Washington Monument

2019

D.C continues to make efforts towards becoming
the 51st state in the U.S.
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